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Market evolution until 2009
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2009 a tough year for ST!

ÁThe European solar thermal market (EU 27+ 
Switzerland) decreased by 11% 

ÁStill....

– Outstanding growth in 2008

– Terrible situation on the financial and economic front 
and and recession in the building industry

– For the second year in a row, over 4 millions square 
metres of solar panels have been sold in Europe 
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Germany
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Åmarket decreased by 23% (1,65 
mil m2 of collector area)
Åwide fluctuations
Åmarket more than doubling since 
2004
Åmarket affected by both lower 
fossil fuel prices and variation of 
end-user investments
Åά²ŅǊƳŜƎŜǎŜǘȊέΥ aƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǎƘŀǊŜ 
of 20% renewable energy sources 
required for every new building
ÅάaŀǊƪǘŀƴǊŜƛȊǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳέ Ŏǳǘ ƛƴ 
2010: which impact on the market?
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Type 2007 2008 2009

FP 840.000 1.900.000 1.430.000 

ETC 100.000 200.000 185.000 

Total Glazed 940.000 2.100.000 1.615.000 



Italy
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ÅItaly is now the second largest 
market in Europe
Årelatively stable ςeffect from tax 
rebate
Åexpected to be stable in 2010
Ådoubts after 2011 (end of current 
program)

-

50.000 

100.000 

150.000 

200.000 

250.000 

300.000 

350.000 

400.000 

450.000 

500.000 

0

50000

100000

150000

200000

250000

300000

350000

2007 2008 2009

Evolution 2007-2009

ETC FP Total

m2kWth

Type 2007 2008 2009

FP 330.000 361.000 350.000 

ETC - 60.000 50.000 

Total Glazed 330.000 421.000 400.000 



Spain
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ÅDown by 10% in the newly installed 
capacity
ÅFirst decrease after several years of 
strong growth (average of 50%)

ÅMarket affected by collapse of the 
Spanish building sector, negating the 
positive effect of introduction of the 
Spanish building code

Å2010 still difficult year though 
imprvements expected in 2011 also 
ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ άŦŜŜŘ-ƛƴέ ǘŀǊƛŦŦ 
for energy produced for larger RH 
systems
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FP 262.000 414.000 375.000 

ETC 13.000 20.000 16.000 

Total Glazed 275.000 434.000 391.000 



Austria
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ÅThe most mature market in 
Europe

ÅGrowth of 3% 

ÅAustria consolidates its lead in 
terms of newly installed area per 
capita, with 43 m2 per 1.000 
inhabitants

Type 2007 2008 2009

FP 277.600 343.617 348.786 

ETC 3.400 4.086 7.758 

Total Glazed 281.000 347.703 356.544 
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France
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ÅDecrease of 15%(after 10 years of 
growth)
ÅLarge installations increased by 
мф҈ ό άŦƻƴŘǎ ŎƘŀƭŜǳǊέύ 
ÅResidential sector suffered from 
the crisis and from competition 
with PV 
ÅStill ambitious goals set by the 
national government of 1 mil 
square meter of collector area 
installed yearly in 2012
ÅFrance metropole wit 265.000 m² 
(data for DOM-TOM are still 
estimates)
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Type 2007 2008 2009

FP 330.000 372.000 324.000 

ETC - 16.000 11.000 

Total Glazed 330.000 388.000 335.000 



Greece
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Åafter 5 years of strong growth, a 
« market correction » enhanced by 
the financial crisis

Åmarket returns to 2004 level

Åmany doubts about 2010, though 
initial signals not too bad
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Type 2007 2008 2009

FP 279.000 293.500 203.000 

ETC 4.000 4.500 3.000 

Total Glazed 283.000 298.000 206.000 



Portugal
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Åmarket doubled due to FIS 
(90.000 m² installed under it)

Åabout the same capacity to be 
installed in 2010 (only if contracted 
in 2009)

ÅUnclarity for 2010

ÅReduced VAT, tax rebates 
continue (besides solar obligations)
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Type 2007 2008 2009

FP 52.000 80.000 173.042 

ETC - 6.000 1.350 

Total Glazed 52.000 86.000 174.392 



Switzerland

11 Rue d'Arlon 63-67  •  B-1040 Bruxelles  •  Belgium  •   Email: info@estif.org  •  Web: www.estif.org 

Åquite mature market

Åpositive effect of support in all 
cantons  (average 15%)

Åsum of subsidies and tax 
deductions result in a contribution 
of 30-40% of the investment

Åthe scenario for 2010 is of a 
continuation of this growth trend
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Type 2007 2008 2009

FP 65.576 112.833 136.000 

ETC 2.554 3.500 11.000 

Total Glazed 68.130 116.333 147.000 



Poland
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Ågrowing steadily even without 
relevant FIS for consumers. 
Åthough growth below 
expectations for 2009
Åmarket expected to keep growth 
tendency in 2010
Åpossible disruption on sales due 
to later start of new FIS  (autumn). 
Ånew programme, integrated 
already in the Polish NREAP, 
foresees subsidy up to 45%.

-

20.000 

40.000 

60.000 

80.000 

100.000 

120.000 

140.000 

160.000 

180.000 

200.000 

0

20000

40000

60000

80000

100000

120000

140000

2007 2008 2009

Evolution 2007-2009

ETC FP Total

m2kWth

Type 2007 2008 2009

FP 45.147 89.820 106.514 

ETC 23.000 39.812 37.670 

Total Glazed 68.147 129.632 144.184 



United Kingdom
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Åmarket in transitional phase
Åcurrent grant funding scheme 
(LCBP) finishing ςit maintained 
current market although some 
market share has been lost to PV as 
a result of the new electrical FiT 
announced on 15th July 2009 and 
implemented in April 2010.
Åhigh expectations for new 
support mechanism, the 
Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) - to 
be launched in April 2011. 
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FP 27.000 47.250 51.975 

ETC 27.000 33.750 37.125 

Total Glazed 54.000 81.000 89.100 



Cyprus
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Type 2007 2008 2009

FP 65.000 68.000 53.000 

ETC - - 2.000 

Total Glazed 65.000 68.000 55.000 

Åstrong reduction (18%)

Åeffect of financial crisis and huge 
reduction on building market 
(similar to Spain)
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Denmark
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Åhuge growth (51%) mostly due to 
large systems

Å35.000 m² installed in large 
systems, mainly for pre-heating for 
district heating networks

Åstill have weak subsidy policy 
without relevant effect on market 
(and combined with other heating)

ÅExpectations on new instruments, 
namely solar obligations, not 
expected to have dramatic effects 
in short term
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FP 22.000 31.000 52.000 

ETC 1.000 2.000 2.500 

Total Glazed 23.000 33.000 54.500 



Netherlands
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Åmarket has been growing without 
subsidies sinve 2006 (+/- 20%).
Ånew subsidy scheme introduced 
in 2008 and producing effects in 
2009. 
Åcurrent subsidy scheme ending 
mid 2011.
ÅStill unclear what will follow
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FP 17.900 22.500 44.000 

ETC 2.000 2.500 -

Total Glazed 19.900 25.000 44.000 



Czech Republic
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Åmarket size should justify national 
association

Åmore info on 2009 welcomed
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FP 18.900 26.500 30.000 

ETC 6.100 8.500 10.000 

Total Glazed 25.000 35.000 40.000 



Ireland
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Åsubstantial drop in uptake with 
just over 200 private installations 
over the past 18 months due to 
lower levels of funding currently 
available

ÅΨwŜŎƻƴƴŜŎǘΩ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŜƴŘŜŘ aŀǊŎƘ 
2008 and Renewable Heat 
Deployment (ReHeat) has limited 
funds
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FP 10.000 31.727 20.742 

ETC 5.000 11.883 12.620 

Total Glazed 15.000 43.610 33.362 



Bulgaria
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Ånew data source indicates sales 
much above initial information

Ålack of national association

Åmore info welcomed -
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FP 15.580 24.225 23.750 

ETC 820 1.275 1.250 

Total Glazed 16.400 25.500 25.000 



Slovenia
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Åmarket growing

ÅPositive efffect of subsidies, 
though funds exausted by October 
2009

Åsimilar behaviour expected in 
2010, depending on amount of 
subsidies 
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FP 10.300 14.000 17.000 

ETC 1.700 2.000 5.000 

Total Glazed 12.000 16.000 22.000 



Sweden
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Åreduction of 20% in 2009

Åresults of new measures expected 
only in 2010, namely for large 
plants

Åalso good expectations from 
campaign about renewable heating 
together with the wood pellet 
system manufacturers and the 
wood pellet industry 
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FP 15.554 14.530 13.126 

ETC 9.911 12.283 8.183 

Total Glazed 25.465 26.813 21.309 



Romania
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Ålack of data

Åestimates from RES assocation 
expected (SunE)
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FP 6.500 8.000 11.000 

ETC - - 9.000 

Total Glazed 6.500 8.000 20.000 



Hungary
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Åmarket more than doubled due 
to new FIS in operation since the 
beginning of 2009

Åowing to the economic crisis, no 
increase expected for 2010 -
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FP 6.000 8.500 17.000 

ETC 2.000 2.500 8.000 

Total Glazed 8.000 11.000 25.000 



Finland
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Ålack of info
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FP 2.250 4.070 4.000 

ETC - - -

Total Glazed 2.250 4.070 4.000 



Slovakia
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Ådecrease in 2009 was not higher 
thanks to the program of state 
subsidies for private houses

ÅFIS started in April 25 and in 
increased in August 2009 -
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FP 7.740 12.000 10.700 

ETC 1.260 1.500 1.900 

Total Glazed 9.000 13.500 12.600 



26 Rue d'Arlon 63-67  •  B-1040 Bruxelles  •  Belgium  •   Email: info@estif.org  •  Web: www.estif.org 

Rue d'Arlon 63-67  •  B-1040 Bruxelles  •  Belgium  •   Email: info@estif.org  •  Web: www.estif.org 

Solar Thermal Market 2009 - in m2 of new collector area

Market (=Newly Installed) in m² Variation Market Forecast

2006 2007 2008 2009 (full year) 2009/2008 2010 - Full Year

Total Glazed Total Glazed Total Glazed Total Glazed Flate Plate
Vacuum 

Collectors
Total Glazed Total Glazed Total Glazed

AT (Austria) 292.669 281.000 347.703 356.540 348.780 7.760 8.837 2,5% 355.000

BE (Belgium) 35.636 42.000 91.000 50.700 45.500 5.200 -40.300 -44,3%

BG (Bulgaria) 2.200 16.400 25.500 25.000 23.750 1.250 -500 -2,0%

CH (Switzerland) 51.863 65.432 112.833 147.000 136.000 11.000 34.167 30,3% 190.000

CY (Cyprus) 60.000 65.000 68.000 55.000 53.000 2.000 -13.000 -19,1% 60.000

CZ (Czech Republic) 22.030 25.000 34.535 40.000 30.000 10.000 5.465 15,8% 45.000

DE (Germany) 1.500.000 940.000 2.100.000 1.615.000 1.430.000 185.000 -485.000 -23,1% 1.200.000

DK (Denmark) 25.300 23.000 36.000 54.500 52.000 2.500 18.500 51,4% 80.000

EE (Estonia) 300 350 500 450 60 390 -50 -10,0%

ES (Spain) 175.000 262.000 434.000 391.000 375.000 16.000 -43.000 -9,9% 320.000

FI (Finland) 2.350 2.500 4.100 4.000 2.800 1.200 -100 -2,4%

FR (France) - ME 220.000 260.000 313.000 265.000 254.000 11.000 -48.000 -15,3% 290.000

GR (Greece) 240.000 283.000 298.000 206.000 203.000 3.000 -92.000 -30,9% 195.000

HU (Hungary) 1.000 8.000 11.000 25.000 17.000 8.000 14.000 127,3%

IE (Ireland) 3.300 19.671 43.610 33.360 20.740 12.620 -10.250 -23,5% 38.000

IT (Italy) 186.000 245.000 421.000 400.000 350.000 50.000 -21.000 -5,0% 400.000

LT (Lithuania) 300 300 300 200 50 150 -100 -33,3%

LU (Luxemburg) 2.500 3.000 3.600 4.700 3.650 1.050 1.100 30,6%

LV (Latvia) 190 210 210 180 40 140 -30 -14,3%

MT (Malta) 4.500 5.500 6.000 5.500 5.500 0 -500 -8,3%

NL (Netherlands) 14.685 19.900 25.000 44.000 44.000 0 19.000 76,0% 75.000

PL (Poland) 41.400 67.000 129.632 144.184 106.514 37.670 14.552 11,2% 200.000

PT (Portugal) 20.000 25.000 86.000 174.390 173.040 1.350 88.390 102,8% 150.000

RO (Romania) 400 500 8.000 20.000 11.000 9.000 12.000 150,0%

SE (Sweden) 28.539 25.465 26.813 21.310 13.125 8.185 -5.503 -20,5% 30.000

SI (Slovenia) 6.900 12.000 16.000 22.000 17.000 5.000 6.000 37,5% 22.000

SK (Slovakia) 8.500 9.000 13.500 12.600 10.700 1.900 -900 -6,7% 13.000

UK (United Kingdom) 54.000 54.000 81.000 89.100 51.975 37.125 8.100 10,0% 133.650

Subtotal 2.739.847 2.739.847 4.736.836 4.206.714 3.778.224 428.490 -530.122 -11,2% 3.796.650

Comparison 2009/2008 4.736.836 4.206.714 -530.122 -11,2%

Comparison 2010/2009 4.070.984 3.796.650 -6,74%

Estimation done by 10 May 2010 In blue: Updates on previous data In red: ESTIF estimates



Market Share per country (EU 27+ CH)
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